
 

 

PANEL RESULTS & COMMENTS 

2018 PROJECT SUPPORT II 
 

Choral Arts Society of Cleveland 
 
  
Your Project Title: Classical Expressions of the Folk Tradition 

Your Project Summary: Choral Arts Society of Cleveland (CASC) will rehearse & perform “Classical 

Expressions of the Folk Tradition,” a program exploring the influence of folk literature & music on classical 

works. The concert is a tribute to our Conductor, Martin Kessler, in celebration of his retirement. Our 60 

member chorus, will present the concert in March 2018. We are inviting local high school students & former 

students of Mr. Kessler to join us for this project. The event will be free & open to the public. 

Final Score: Yes. Overall, the panel felt that the applicant provided evidence throughout the application that 

the funding criteria were met.   

CAC Grant Amount: $5,000 

 

 

To ensure an impartial and transparent application review process, CAC convened an online panel of arts 

and cultural professionals from outside the region who evaluated and scored eligible applications. 

Panelists scored each application based on the Funding Criteria—Public Benefit, Artistic and Cultural 

Vibrancy and Organizational Capacity—with an emphasis on Public Benefit. For more details regarding the 

panel process and full panelist bios, please review the Panel Guide. 

     
Chanel DaSilva 

(New York, NY) 

Brea Heidelberg 

(Philadelphia, PA) 

Christie McKinney 

(Washington, DC) 

Michelle Polgar 

(Austin, TX) 

Dameun Strange 

(St. Paul, MN) 

 

On the next page you will find each panelist’s score and comment on your application in response to the 

question: With an emphasis on public benefit, does the applicant demonstrate evidence that it meets CAC’s 

three funding criteria? 

Note: Panelist scores and comments are presented in no particular order. 

  

http://www.cacgrants.org/assets/ce/Documents/Project%20Support/2018-PS-II-Panel-Guide-for-Web.pdf
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Score: Yes 

Comment: The application meets the funding criteria. The project is perfectly aligned to celebrate, engage 

and expand the agency's community. There is clear evidence of reflection in the design of this event and 

an understanding of the best way to engage with their performing company as well as the community at 

large. Provided supporting materials indicate the qualifications of the project team and their ability to 

successfully implement the program. I have no concerns about the ability of this applicant to meet the 

budgetary match. 

 

 

 

Score: Somewhat 

Comment: I applaud this project for a few reasons. The first being that Choral Arts Society of Cleveland 

has provided FREE choral concerts around the community for over 20 years! That's a beautiful and selfless 

endeavor. Also their awareness that in order for their art to live on, it requires us to engage younger 

audiences and performers. So I love that for Classical Expressions they are reaching out to high school 

students to participate and gain performance experience. This contributes cultural and artistic vibrancy to 

the community. My one hope was that I would read of endeavors to engage members of your diverse 

community that are underserved and haven't had access to choral music. Along with engaging younger 

performers I think it behooves us to also engage audiences that haven't been as exposed to choral music 

to help them fall in love with it and become supporters of the art later. 

 

 

 

Score: Yes 

Comment: While there is a limited audience for this venture to recruit students to engage with the choir, the 

organization is able to name the community and show how they will partner with the area schools to achieve 

this goal. The organization also demonstrates how it is accessible to the larger community in the area. 

 

 

 

Score: Yes 

Comment: The goal of continuing to diversify the group aligns well with information in the application about 

previous successful diversification efforts. I would have liked to see more detailed information about past 

efforts as well as connections to the community. There were a smattering of anecdotes that hint at public 

engagement, but it didn't provide a cohesive narrative. 

 

 

Panelist 1 

Panelist 3 

Panelist 2 

Panelist 4 
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Score: Yes 

Comment: I love the idea of bringing in the young artists to participate in such programming, providing that 

future generations both appreciate what goes into such a performance but giving them the experience to 

move forward in their own careers should they chose them. Would love to know more about the selection 

process, however and to make sure that this isn't accessible to just the usual subjects. 

 

 

Questions? Cuyahoga Arts & Culture is here to assist. Please contact: 
 

Dan McLaughlin   India Pierre-Ingram 
manager – project support  associate – communications & grant programs 
dmclaughlin@cacgrants.org      ipierreingram@cacgrants.org 

 216.515.8303 x101   216.515.8303 x107

Panelist 5 

mailto:dmclaughlin@cacgrants.org
mailto:ipierreingram@cacgrants.org

